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Message from the Chair,
Welcome to our second annual report as a registered charity having been
granted charity status in February 2012.
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the dedication of the
100’s of community volunteers affiliated to the forum who have generously
contributed their time, and the generous support from the funders who have
helped us to turn community dreams into reality.
A special thanks as always to Hyndburn Borough Council for their valuable
support, Our Parks Liaison Officer and Minute Secretary. We would also like to
take this opportunity to thank our departing Treasurer Mr Richard Cliff who
has been a member of the Forum since it’s establishment in 2005. Thank you
for your dedication and commitment to the Forum over the years.
The year in brief
A couple of our groups took up our offer to add their group information onto
our website, enabling them to post events and activities in their regions.
We continue to assess the Green Partnership Awards for Hyndburn Borough
Council and Lancashire County Council.
A community assessment system that is unique within the Green Partnership
Awards in Lancashire. I feel the forum provides an objective and critical
mechanism while still assisting groups improve both their bid writing and the
way they deliver their projects.
The forum and its member groups have been involved in a varied array of
projects this year, each bringing something unique to the community it serves.
• ALICE GARDEN Incredible Edibles Accrington with their plans for a
community food growing project at Oakhill Park.
• RHS TATTON Hyndburn Federation of Allotments in their promotion of
food growing at the RHS Show at Tatton Park.
• Dyke Nook Gardens – The restoration of the garden as a community
centre and food area.
• Pals,Poppies and Planters
• Accrington Pals Centenary 2016‐ Community activities program
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• Milnshaw Park‐ Community for sport project
• Lowerfold Community Pavilion‐ Replacement of Community Pavilion
Lowerfold Park
• Haworth Park Project Picnic‐ Creation of a grass stage and drainage
improvements to create a community event space.
• Oakhill Park Rock Gardens. Restoration trial project.
Unfortunately not all of these projects have come to fruition yet and
some are on going.
The forum also adopted four new policy documents Equality,
Environmental policy, Child protection & vulnerable adults and ?????/
Our aims and objectives
Purpose and vision
Our charity’s purpose is set out in the objects in our constitution:
For the benefit of the inhabitants of the Borough of Hyndburn, Lancashire and
the surrounding area, to
Provide or assist in the provision of facilities for recreation and other leisure
time occupation in the interests of social welfare with the object of improving
their conditions of life for the inhabitants of the area of benefit without
distinction of sex, or of political, religious or other opinions in particular but
not exclusively by the preservation, promotion, support, assistance and
improvement of all green spaces within the Borough of Hyndburn.
Our vision is to empower our communities and promote social action, so every
resident has a voice and access to free, high quality open spaces.
Ensuring our work delivers our aims
The forum works to a project plan approved in principle at the meetings.
Proposed projects are discussed with the Head of Parks & Cemeteries to
prioritise strategic need.
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The community can also approach the forum for help with a project that they
feel would benefit their community.
These project proposals are then reviewed by Forum members to assess
community value and whether the proposed project would meet our
objectives.
All projects undertaken under the Forum’s umbrella are evaluated at the end
of the construction phase to look at the benefits that they have brought to the
community.
Structure, Governance and Management
Governing Document
The organisation is a charity established under a constitution adopted on the
18th of January 2011

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees
Under requirements of our constitution the trustees are elected to serve for a
period of 12 months after which they must be re‐elected at the next Annual
General meeting. They can put themselves forward, or be nominated; the
nomination must be seconded by another forum member.
All Trustees give their time voluntary and receive no benefits from the charity.
The Trustees in 2013
Chair; Mr Neil Mooney
Vice Chair; Mrs Yvonne Heap
Secretary; Ms Cath Holmes
Treasurer; Mr Richard Cliffe.
Forum Member Group ‐ Representatives.
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Member Groups are composed entirely of volunteers from the local areas, we
value the local knowledge that they bring to our charity and the hours they
spend on helping us meet our aims and objectives. We recognise the
importance of their roles within our charity and have nominated them for
various awards. One of the groups won the community engagement award for
the work they have been doing in Haworth Park.
Each member group can appoint two representatives to attend the monthly
forum meetings on behalf of their organisation.
Each member group is entitled to one vote on any issue, project submission or
funding application approval.
Each affiliated member group must be a community not for profit organisation,
legally constituted with their own constitution and bank account. Member
groups can choose to adopt the Forum policies (health & Safety, child
protection etc.).

How our activities deliver public benefit
All our charitable activities focus on engaging with the 81,000 residents of
Hyndburn inspiring them to take a more active role / ownership of the open
space and leisure facilities within their community.
We use Parks and Recreational activities as the mechanism for delivering the
following social benefits.
Increase Physical Activity – improved community health by:
• Providing freely accessible play/sports facilities of a good quality.(will be
based on the 3 Free’s – Free of charge – Free to come and go ‐ Free to
choose
• Providing opportunities to take part in a practical environmental event.
• Encourage community food growing projects.
Increased Biodiversity & Access to Nature ‐ improved environmental
understanding and its links to well‐being by:
• Improving access for everyone to some of Hyndburn’s green spaces
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• Creating learning opportunities for residents to get close to and learn
about nature.
• Improving biodiversity with in the Borough to attract more wildlife to its
parks & open spaces.
• Providing training and workshops to undertake wildlife surveys.
Improved Community Cohesion – Improving family and community
relationships by:
• Providing free opportunities which allow differing communities to
connect and interact with each other around a positive similar aim.
• Good quality, open space and free leisure facilities enables the most
vulnerable families to spend quality time together.
• Encouraging all to value and appreciate others views whilst creating
strong positive friendships, work practices and forming interest clubs,
event days and sharing this within our Borough and beyond.
Capacity building within the community ‐ Improved skills and community
ownership by
• Giving residents the confidence that they can make a difference within
their community.
• Providing a mechanism for residents to have a voice
• Including opportunities to learn new life skills

The Charity is continuing to seek funding to improve the following facilities:
• To Improve the play facilities for teenagers at Milnshaw Park, in
partnership with the Friends of Milnshaw Park.
• To replace the Bowling and Tennis Pavilion at Lowerfold Park, with a
new community building, In partnership with Totally Tennis and Great
Harwood Bowling Club.
• Assist Friends of Rhyddings Park in their bid too Heritage Lottery Parks
for People.
• Assist the Friends of Memorial Park in their plans to improve Memorial
Park war memorial and grounds
• To create a walled garden of remembrance at Accrington Cemetery.
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Once again our activities have been varied within the community
TATTON SHOW by Cath Holmes
Aim of the project
To bring together community groups with an interest in food growing to show
case Hyndburn.
Background
Back in October 2012, an invitation came via Dave Morris, NSALG for any
allotment groups interested in taking part in the Show and details of a meeting
in November.
Cath Holmes, Chair of
Hyndburn Federation of
Allotments; thought it was too
good an opportunity to miss, an
exciting chance for Hyndburn
and Accrington, not only to
show case us the Borough but
the volunteers and groups. It
was something ambitious to get
our teeth stuck into and on a national, even international level.
Cath“pencilled” Accy in for a 7x5m plot within the larger area 35x45m zone.

She emailed all the
groups she was
involved with or
knew of, plus the
Council’s Parks
Dept and gave a
briefing at the
National Veg
Society meeting.
Thankfully, a total
Page | 8

of 12 groups came on board to help in various ways:
Baxenden Allotments & Gardens Society, Bootstraps, Church Prospects Panel,
Clayton le Moors Prospects Panel, HFA, HGSF, Incredible Edible Accrington,
Milnshaw Allotment, NVS Lanc’s DA,
One Planet Planters, Prospects
Foundation, Sandy Lane Gardening
Group
Shirley Parkinson, HBC Parks had past
show experience and came up with a
rough suggestion for the plot which
was then professionally drawn up by
Andrew Hayhurst, Parks Dept. Parks
also agreed to use of their greenhouse to grow plants on and to transport all
the kit to the Show.

Funding bids were submitted to
Green Partnership Awards and to
each of the County Councillors.
Only 3 of them had any funding
left but Miles Parkinson, Ciaran
Wells, Graham Jones MP;
generously supported, as did
GPA.
Volunteers from the environment agency came and sowed seeds and helped
to prick the seedlings into pots to grow on.
Recycled timber was sourced from a housing refurbishment site in Nelson
courtesy of Barnfield Construction. 100 year old floor boards were turned into
panelled fencing and gates.
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Linkaboard generously
provided recycled plastic kits
to make raised beds. Neil
Mooney, Chair, HGSF
scrounged some metal to
fabricate butterfly and
dragonfly frames which were
planted up with varieties of
thyme.
The Council’s Allotments
Manager organised some new
timber to create the corner seating and covered area, which had a sail over it
thanks to Sign It.
Did we Succeed ?
Prior to the show starting BBC NW got in
touch and wanted to follow progress.
They initially did some filming on
Accrington Railway Station (Incredible
Edible Accrington project), joined us on
the 1st day the grounds opened, again
during build up and finally a live broadcast

at 6pm from the garden
which led into the filming
they’d done.
The Show ran from 25 to
28 July and the garden
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attracted so much attention and lots of visitors. It was great that so many
family and friends turned up to say hello and admire our hard work. We even
had Mr Veg himself call for a sit down and chat – Medwyn Williams, who was
impressed with our efforts.
The garden received a Highly Commended and the overall area we were part
of a Best Show Feature – equivalent to a gold.
Thanks must go to all who took part and played their part in Team Tatton, the
Council’s Parks Dept, our project sponsors. A true team effort by everyone.
Plans for the future
Several groups are now working together on planning and designing next
year’s entry.

DYKE NOOK GARDENS
On the 18th of May 1939 Dyke Nook Gardens was given to the people by the
Kenyon family and local council.
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ALICE GARDEN _Incredible Edibles
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Japanese Rockery Oakhill Park
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Woodland Community Management AWARD
Clayton le Moors with Altham Prospects Panel have had a long association with
The Woodlands in Clayton‐le‐Moors. Over many years they have been
involved with tree thinning, woodland maintenance, path renovation, wood
carving, archways into the entrances, willow weaving, native planting, hedge
laying, even an annual bike race.
A small newspaper article, taken to the Clayton le Moors Panel meeting, led
them to enter the Woodlands into the Community Woodlands category of the
Royal Forestry Society's Excellence in Forestry Awards.
On 15 May 2013, judges Tim Sawyer and Rob Guest met up with Mark Pickup,
HBC Parks Dept; Cath Holmes, Yvonne Wilson the Panel; Leader of the Council,
Councillor Miles Parkinson.
The judges were very impressed with the Group’s involvement, work
undertaken, biodiversity, management, the enthusiasm and care of the oasis,
support and involvement of the Council and Officers. And that the Leader of
the Council had taken the time to come along.

On 30 May Paul Worswick, Secretary, Clayton le Moors PP; received the news
that The Woodlands had been successful ‐ 1st prize and £1,000.
The judges said: “I have never seen such commitment from so many people.
There is tremendous involvement from children and schools in the woodland
and from local artists. The woodland is heavily used and is well managed, with
trees felled when necessary and good regeneration. They are clearly looking
after the site.”

The win recognises years of hard work from local volunteers into expanding
and improving the wood. The wildlife haven off Whalley Road in Accrington has
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been improved recently with woodland trails, wood carvings, wildlife and
nature information boards and bicycle routes.
Miles, Mark, Cath attended the awards ceremony at Whythenshawe Park,
Manchester; on 3 July and received the £1000 cheque and wooden bowl
trophy from John Chapman, Vice Chairman, RFS NW Division.
The prize money is to encourage and reward projects involving community
woodlands and forests which have been established and managed in a way
that is sustainable and beneficial to the landscape, the local people,
biodiversity and the economy in both the short and long term.

Partners/thanks
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This project would not have been possible without the assistance of Staff,
Hyndburn Borough Council’s Parks Service and Hyndburn Borough Council’s
Conservation Planning Officer.
And all the funders and community sponsors/volunteers who made this
possible

Training/Capacity Building.
The Forum tries to share it knowledge and experience with less experience
community groups, with advice on setting up and writing a constitution,
writing risk assessments, organising community events and applying for funds.
In 2012 we held a Funding Skeleton Workshop‐ To aid member groups with
funding applications, our Liaison Officer, gave a free 2hr workshop to member
groups, on the research necessary to make a good funding application. A
follow on workshop is planned for early next year.
Financial Information
Principal Funding Sources
Funding secured by the forum is usually project specific. Our day to day
operational costs are currently at zero thanks to the generosity of the trustees
who do not take any payment from the charity and the generous support from
Hyndburn Borough Council in the form of a free room for meetings or training
courses, secretarial minute support, photocopying. The forum also tries to be
as paper free as possible corresponding where possible electronically.
This allows us to use every penny raised by the forum to meet our aims and
objectives.
Funding for this year’s project has been made possible thanks to the generous
support of

The Future
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Risk Management
The trustees have conducted a review of the major risks to which the charity is
exposed. Where appropriate we have adopted systems and procedures to
minimise any major risks that the charity may face. We have health and safety
policies and procedures in place to ensure compliance from all volunteers,
clients and visitors to the projects and throughout any activities. Any future
staff will also have to comply with these policies.
Risk assessments are carried out prior to activities and updated as necessary
throughout the life of each activity.
Following the legal difficulties experienced by the Lowerfold Community
building project.
The forum members have reviewed its legal status and have made the decision
to convert the Forum to an incorporated charity.

The Charity is continuing with it training/seminar/support program for
member groups:

We are currently undertaking a Borough wide survey for the creation of our
priority plan for 2014‐2019
We will also be reviewing the benefits and disadvantages of registering for
incorporation status as the best method to protect Forum Trustees and
members.
We are also hoping if successful in securing the funding for the Milnshaw park
project to employ our first staff as out‐reach workers.
We are developing plans for a community tools store for member groups and
the necessary training to use them safely, as a way of increasing practical
based engagement.
The charity will continue to work with the Young Peoples Service, Hyndburn
Youth Council, Community Safety partnership, Lancashire Wildlife Trust,
Groundwork Pennine Lancashire and other multi‐agency organisations to help
deliver on local priorities and deliver the best possible outcomes for our
community.
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We will continue to assist
• Working with member groups and partners on improving the Borough’s
Biodiversity and wildlife habitats.
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