Annual Report and Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31st of December 2015
Entrust Number EB136023
Charity number 1145700

Hyndburn Green Spaces Forum, 60 Rhyddings Street, Oswaldtwistle, Accrington BB5 3EY

Oakhill Park_ Accrington Pals Memorial Wall (Fun in the Park project)

Page | 1

Charity Name : Hyndburn Green Spaces Forum
Charity Registration Number: 1145700
Registered Office:
60, Rhyddings Street,
Oswaldtwistle,
Accrington
BB5 3EY
Trustees:
Mr Neil Mooney
Mr Yvonne Heap
Ms Cath Holmes
Mr Gerry Burke

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

Authority Liaison:
Mr Ken Moss
Mr Craig Haraben
Mrs Shirley Parkinson

Portfolio Holder for Parks & Leisure
Head of Parks & Cemeteries
Parks Liaison Officer

Website
WWW.hyndburngreenspaces.co.uk
Email. chair@hyndburngreenspaces.co.uk
Message from the Chair,
Welcome to our fourth annual report as a registered charity having been granted
charity status in February 2012.
A special thanks as always to Hyndburn Borough Council for their continued support
of the forum and its objectives and our Parks Liaison Officer/Minute Secretary.
Cuts to local authority budgets saw the end of the Green Partnership Awards Grant
which was funded by Lancashire County Council and Hyndburn Borough Council
and reviewed and awarded by the Forum.
With resources for projects getting scarcer we would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the dedication of the 100’s of community volunteers affiliated to the
forum who have generously contributed their time, and the generous support from
the funders who have once again helped us to turn community dreams into reality.
The continued cuts across the country has seen Hyndburn’s IMD ( Index of Multiple
Deprivation ) drop by eight points and this rise in deprivation within the Borough has
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had an effect on the wellbeing of Hyndburn Residents, making the facilities within
Parks and Open spaces more important than ever as a free resource that everyone
can access. Our Aims and Objectives therefore remain unchanged for the year
ahead.
Our aims and objectives
Purpose and vision
Our charity’s purpose is set out in the objects in our constitution:
For the benefit of the inhabitants of the Borough of Hyndburn, Lancashire and the
surrounding area, to;
Provide or assist in the provision of facilities for recreation and other leisure time
occupation in the interests of social welfare with the object of improving their
conditions of life for the inhabitants of the area of benefit without distinction of sex, or
of political, religious or other opinions in particular but not exclusively by the
preservation, promotion, support, assistance and improvement of all green spaces
within the Borough of Hyndburn.
Our vision is to empower our communities and promote social action, so every
resident has a voice and access to free, high quality open spaces.
Ensuring our work delivers our aims
The forum works to a project plan approved in principle at the meetings. Proposed
projects are discussed with the Head of Parks & Cemeteries to prioritise strategic
need.
The community can also approach the forum for help with a project that they feel
would benefit their community.
These project proposals are then reviewed by Forum members to assess community
value and whether the proposed project would meet our objectives.
All projects undertaken under the Forum’s umbrella are evaluated at the end of the
construction/delivery phase to look at the benefits that they have brought to the
community.
Structure, Governance and Management
Governing Document
The organisation is a charity established under a constitution adopted on the 18th of
January 2011
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Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees
Under requirements of our constitution the trustees are elected to serve for a period
of 12 months after which they must be re-elected at the next Annual General
Meeting. They can put themselves forward, or be nominated; the nomination must
be seconded by another forum member.
All Trustees give their time voluntarily and receive no benefits from the charity.
The Trustees in 2015 are:
Chair; Mr Neil Mooney
Vice Chair; Mrs Yvonne Heap
Secretary; Ms Cath Holmes
Treasurer; Mr Gerald Burke.
Forum Member Group - Representatives.
Member Groups are composed entirely of volunteers from the local areas, we value
the local knowledge that they bring to our charity and the hours they spend on
helping us meet our aims and objectives. We recognise the importance of their roles
within our charity and have nominated them for various awards.
Each member group can appoint two representatives to attend the monthly forum
meetings on behalf of their organisation.
Each member group is entitled to one vote on any issue, project submission, each
affiliated member group must be a community not for profit organisation, legally
constituted with their own constitution and bank account. Member groups can
choose to adopt the Forum policies (Health & Safety, Child Protection etc.).
How our activities deliver public benefit
All our charitable activities focus on engaging with the 81,000 residents of Hyndburn
inspiring them to take a more active role / ownership of the open space and leisure
facilities within their community.
We use Parks and Recreational activities as the mechanism for delivering the
following social benefits.
Increase Physical Activity – improved community health by:
•
•
•

Providing freely accessible play/sports facilities of a good quality.(will be
based on the 3 Free’s – Free of charge – Free to come and go - Free to
choose
Providing opportunities to take part in practical environmental events.
Encourage community food growing projects.
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Increased Biodiversity & Access to Nature - improved environmental understanding
and its links to well-being by:
•
•
•
•

Improving access for everyone to some of Hyndburn’s green spaces.
Creating learning opportunities for residents to get close to and learn about
nature.
Improving biodiversity within the Borough to attract more wildlife to its parks &
open spaces.
Providing training and workshops to undertake wildlife surveys.

Improved Community Cohesion – Improving family and community relationships by:
•
•
•

Providing free opportunities which allow differing communities to connect and
interact with each other around a positive similar aim.
Good quality, open space and free leisure facilities enables the most
vulnerable families to spend quality time together.
Encouraging all to value and appreciate others views whilst creating strong
positive friendships, work practices and forming interest clubs, event days and
sharing this within our Borough and beyond.

Capacity building within the community - Improved skills and community ownership
by
•
•
•

Giving residents the confidence that they can make a difference within their
community.
Providing a mechanism for residents to have a voice.
Including opportunities to learn new life skills.

The Charity is continuing to seek funding to improve the following facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To replace the Bowling and Tennis Pavilion at Lowerfold Park, with a new
community building, in partnership with Accrington Tennis club and Great
Harwood Bowling Club.
Assist the Friends of Memorial Park in their plans to improve Memorial Park
war memorial and grounds.
To increase the amount of community engagement within parks by the
appointment of two community engagement officers.
To replace the keep fit trim trail at Mercer Park with an outdoor gym.
Provide a multi-use games area and playground improvements to the
Huncoat area.
Provide a visitors centre for Peel Park.
Assist Friends of Milnshaw park to improve the playground facilities for 0-16
year age group.
Assist Friends of Bullough Park to improve the Play facilities at Bullough Park.
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Many of the projects above are carried over from last year, and consultation and
fundraising is still ongoing.
New for 2015 is the request to help the Hyndburn Parents and Carers group with a
special SEN Playground for young people with Special Educational Needs. This is a
complicated project and consultation on the designs and equipment is still on going
at the time of writing this report.
Once again our activities have been varied within the community
HAWORTH PARK DRAINAGE
Haworth Park is a very small park but one of the hidden gems of Hyndburn being
home to the Haworth Art Gallery and its fabulous collection of Tiffany Glass which
receives over 12,000 visitors a year from outside the area. The forum has worked
in partnership with the Baxenden Community Forum on many projects over the
years.
This year saw the completion of drainage works within the formal Rose garden area,
thanks to funding from the Lancashire Environment Fund. Although not everyone’s
idea of an exciting project it was nether the less a very important one allowing this
formal grass area to be used for longer for both formal and informal recreational
activities. The project also included the creation of a grass stage allowing various
outdoor music events to be staged in the area. The facility has now become a
popular venue for weddings.

Before drainage works
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After drainage works

BULLOUGH PARK PLAYGROUND
Fund raising is still on going for improvements to Bullough Park Play area, which if
successful will see the age range expanded. The Project was granted £2,000 from
the Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation subject to the forum raising a further
£30,000 and a bid to the Lancashire Environment is through to the second stage.
The outcome of which was not available at the time of writing the annual report.
RHYDDINGS PARK
This year the Friends of Rhyddings Park, finally got the news that they had been
waiting for which saw a 10 year dream become a reality when the park was awarded
1. ? million in funding from the Heritage Lottery “Parks for People Fund.”
This has been a major collaboration project with several organisations working
together with the local authority and Friends of Rhyddings Park (Newground
Together CIC, Bootstraps, Lancashire County Council, Oswaldtwistle Civic Arts.

The construction phase of the project will start in the summer of 2016 and is
expected to be completed sometime in 2017 with a three year funded outreach
programme once the construction phase is completed.
The plans include the restoration and conversion of the coach house into an
educational visitors centre. The re-creation of the walled Kitchen garden complete
with an Edwardian glasshouse.
A community café managed during the week by Bootstrap students and a weekend
by Friends of Rhyddings volunteers. Restoration of the parks historic stone features
and improvements to the entrances and infrastructure is also included, along with the
installation of a Community Orchard.
These exciting plans will provide opportunities for residents to learn a variety of new
skills and partake in a number of new experiences
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ROYDS STREET WOODLAND PROJECT
Improving access to the countryside for residents is an important part of the work of
the forum. Royds Woodland was an underutilised area inaccessible in many areas.
The HGSF secured £30k for woodland improvements for Royds Street in Accrington.
‘The improvements will include woodland management, native tree planting, an
improved welcoming entrance from Royds Street and the installation of 15 bird
nesting boxes. Access will also be improved and a new section of woodland path will
help the area link up with the wider countryside. These improvements will help to
compliment work recently completed in the wider area of the Bullough Park and
Woodnook Vale countryside.’ We are grateful to the Lancashire Environment Fund
for supporting this project.
Volunteers have been involved in the tree work and site clearance. The bird boxes
have been made by children from the local school and the construction of the new
pathways has been put out to tender to ensure best value. The majority of the work
is expected to be completed by the end of March.
It is hoped that volunteers will also be involved in the new tree planting and wild
flower creation.
The project proposals are outlined in greater detail below.
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Wildflower meadow
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MILNSHAW PARK
The forum has been working with the Friends of Milnshaw Park, local residents and
potential users on improving the recreational facilities and infrastructure in Milnshaw
Park for over 5 years. Unfortunately due to the amount needed to install the multigames area and a lack of Section 106 to match with, it has been a long time to the
realisation of the Young people’s dreams. At the end of 2014, capital funds were
found by the authority to fix the more urgent infrastructure path and drainage works.
In early 2015 we had a miracle and a development on a nearby ex-mill site was
given the go ahead by planners for housing. The proposals for a multi-games and
sports area on the site of the derelict tennis courts was re-consulted upon and
re-costed. Funding applications were then submitted, to create the first Kabaddi and
Rounders court in the authority. Below is the letter of support sent from the
Accrington Kabaddi Association.
Dear Sir/Madam
I am writing is support of the application by HBC for the development of sports areas at
Milnshaw Park and in particular the development of a designated area for Kabadi matches.
As you may know, Kabadi is a very popular sport in many parts of the Asian sub-continent and
in recent times has become better known in the west. Channel 4 has televised live Kabadi
tournaments and this has led to many young people taking an active interest in the sport. In
addition, the take up of Kabadi has provided a bridge between young and old. Many of the
older generation remember back to their kabadi playing days in India and Pakistan and are
now able to pass on their knowledge and skills to the younger generations – in many
instances to their own grandchildren.
The Accrington Kabadi and Sports Association has held tournaments in Accrington over many
years now and these attract big crowds with several hundred spectators turning up. The main
issues has been that there has never been a dedicated Kabadi area for the young people to
learn, to practice and to play regular matches. For the most part the tournaments have
generated interest but the lack of proper facilities and coaches has meant that those who are
keen are not able to progress as needed.
I believe the development of this area at Milnshaw Park will provide an excellent opportunity
for those young people to get involved in sport. This will help to improve their health and
fitness; will keep them actively engaged in positive activities; will improve links between
young people and older generations and will introduce this excellent sport to many new
people from all backgrounds.
One the great achievements of our tournaments has been the interest that it has generated
from people who had never previously heard of it – it has the potential to bring children from
different communities together at a time when community relations have become strained.
I fully endorse and support this application. I sincerely hope that its success will bring about a
step change for our sport and for the Hyndburn Community.
Yours sincerely
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M. Shabir Fazal Chairman, Accrington Kabadi and Sports Association

On the 9th of December we were able to share the good news with all the associated
groups, and other funders that the Lancashire Environment Fund had reviewed the
project and considered it worthy of their support. This project was also made
possible thanks to both the Church & Milnshaw Area Council and Central Area
Council. We were also grateful for the donation towards the project from the
Lancashire County Councils Drug and Alcohol Fund.
The construction of the new facility outlined above will take place in the early part of
2016, when it is completed it will be used as part of the Positive Together Project,
which will use sports as a mechanism for bringing together different cultures and
ages.
FUN IN THE PARK
The number one cause of calls to the Police in 2014/15 has been for anti-social
behaviour, the forum members felt that the Parks and Open Spaces could do more
to assist with reducing these calls. Many of the sites now have excellent facilities
with 6 of our 11 Parks now holding the Green Flag standard for quality, However on
talking to local teenagers they still felt that they had nothing to offer them. The forum
secured £5K from the Lancashire Initiative fund to run a pilot project called Fun in the
Park for young people age 14 +.
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The project was collaboration with Hyndburn Civic Arts, based over the summer
holidays and October half term. The project included a memorial wall to Accrington
Pals, designed and painted over several weeks by the Young people from Hollins
School.
The wall was officially unveiled by the Mayor of Hyndburn, present at the unveiling
was members of the British Legion and Hollins School, parents and local councillors.
The Local Councillors and Mayor was so impressed by the work of the young people
that the Work has now been protected by an outer covering of clear Perspex to
protect it from the elements.
Fun in the Park also included various sports chosen by the young people
themselves. These included “Battlefield Live” a form of laser quest in the parks
Woodland areas, rock climbing, archery, and zorbing.

Page | 14

Chalk painting was
also provided for
younger children who
were not able to
participate.
Despite the weather
the activities were well
attended. Lessons
were learnt from the
pilot and will be used
for future youth
engagement projects
within the parks.
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TATTON
Once again the volunteers of Hyndburn Allotment Association, showed what could
be grown in a small space when they exhibited at the Tatton Flower Show. The
forum once again provided a small amount of funding for compost and materials and
the Local authorities parks department assisted with growing space and
transportation to and from the venue for large items. The group were also successful
in securing corporate sponsorship in the donation of a Greenhouse, which was later
donated by the manufactures and is now being rebuilt within the grounds of a
community day centre for people with mental health problems to use for Horticultural
Therapy.
The Future
The charity will continue to work with the Young Peoples Service, Hyndburn Youth
Council, Community Safety partnership, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Newground
Together, Hyndburn 55 forum, Ynot Aspire and other multi-agency organisations to
help deliver on local priorities and deliver the best possible outcomes for our
community.
We will continue to;
• Work with member groups and partners on improving the Borough’s
Biodiversity and wildlife habitats.
• Increase the level of community engagement taking place within Parks and
Open Spaces, through increased events and activities.
• We will continue to work with the community and local authority to improve the
remaining parks to Green Flag standard.
• We will work in partnership to improve the play/ sport and leisure provision
within the Borough.
A major priority for the coming year will be based around extending the age range of
the Forum members and the volunteer groups involved in the management of Green
Spaces. The average age of forum members and Forum member volunteers is 50
years + we need to provide a mechanism for greater engagement by young people.
Financial Information
Principal Funding Sources
Funding for this year’s project has been made possible thanks to the generous
support of
The Lancashire Environmental Fund, Biffa Awards, Central Area Council, Church &
Milnshaw Area Council, and Hyndburn Borough Council.
Funding secured by the forum is usually project specific. Our day to day operational
costs are currently at zero thanks to the generosity of the trustees who do not take
any payment from the charity and the generous support from Hyndburn Borough
Council in the form of a free room for meetings or training courses, secretarial minute
support, photocopying. The forum also tries to be as paper free as possible
corresponding 90 % of the time electronically.
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This allows us to use every penny raised by the forum to meet our aims and
objectives.
The forum accounts run from the 1st of January to the 31st of December each year.
In addition to the funds the forum has raised directly. The forum has supported many
of its members groups to secure funding for their individual projects over the last 5
years.

Accounting
year
2011
2012
2013‐
2014
2015
Totals 2011‐
2015
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Income
Forum Grants
£
£
£
£
£
£

64,052.00
‐
71,801.00
‐
29,935.00
165,788.00

Spends
Capital projects
£
55,547.32

Spends
Revenue Projects
£
10,000.00
£
46.25

£
£
£

69,239.00
225.94
24,905.00

£
£

169.61
5,285.00

£

149,917.26

£

15,500.86
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